streptococcus, and since then papers too numerous to list reporting the culture of streptococci in this disease have appeared. Cecil and co-workers (1929) cultured an attenuated beta haemolytic streptococcus in more than half their patients with rheumatic fever. Green (1942) was able to culture Str. pyogenes from the heart valves of rheumatic fever patients at post-mortem, and where the organisms had been isolated from the throat during life he found the same Griffith type in the heart and throat. However, Dawson et Schlesinger (1935) centrifuged pericardial and pleural fluids from dead rheumatic patients and obtained virus-like particles which were agglutinated by sera from other rheumatic patients and not by sera from normals. He was unable to reproduce the disease by injection of suspensions of these particles into animals. Sera from patients with rheumatoid arthritis show an entirely nonspecific agglutination of particles, including streptococci, a phenomenon which has led to misleading conclusions in the past, and it may be that rheumatic fever sera on occasions will behave similarly. Efforts to obtain pleuro-pneumonia-like organisms (which cause an arthritis in rodents not unlike rheumatoid arthritis) from rheumatic fever patients by Angevine (i940) were unsuccessful. Macneal (1945, 1946) (Maliner, 1947; Massell, 1948) (Meyer, 1947 (Meyer, , 1948 (Ragan, 1950 
